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IN TI1E UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR. THE DISTRICT OF NEW :MEXICO 

0 CENTRO ESPIR.ITABENEFICIE.NTE 
UNIAO DO VEGBT AL, et aL, 

. Plaintijfo. 

'VS, No. CV oo .. J647 1PIB.l:P 

JOHN ASHCROFT. et aL. 

Defendants. 

DECLARA noN OF THE HONORABLE HERBERT s. OKUN 

1. My name is Herbert S. Qhm. From 1992 until May .. 2002. I served as the Umted States 
member of the United Nations International Narcotics Control Boa.rd (JNCB). I served in 
the Foreign Service of 1he United States of America from 195S to 1991. Among other 
positions, I served as Ambassador to the German Democratic Republic. 1980-1983. and 
as Deputy Permanent Representative and Ambassador to the United Nations, 1985-1989. 
My other tfiplomatic; prof essJonal and academic positions are set forth m my biography 
contained in Who's Who in Amerlca. 2001. which is attached as exlu"bit A to this 
declaration. The Who's WbQ entry is correct except that I am no lonscra µicmbcr of 
INCB. 

2. rn'CB is the international community's independent and quasi-judicial control oigan for . 
the monitoring and implementation of the three international drug control conventions. · · 
one of which is the United Nations Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 1971. 

3. INCB was established in 15168 by the Single.Convention on Narcotic.Drugs of19cSl, and 
had predecessor organizations goins back to the early part of the 206 Ce.nmry. · One of the 
responsibilities of INCB is to promote the compliance of sovernments -with the provisions 
of the international drus control conventions and to assist them in this cff'ort. 

4. INCB is widely acknowledged as·a principal authority in interpreting the Conventions 
wben questions arise about them. In doing so, INCB regularly consults with the Scientific 
Section and the Legal Advisoty Section of the United Nations Office ofDrugs and Crime 
(previously known as the United Nations International Drug Control Prosramme). 

S. The Commentary to the United Nations Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 1971, is 
the principal written instruction regarding hs inte,pretation. The Comrncntaty is a.a of6cial 
document and provides authoritative guidance to Parties in meeting their obligations under 
the Conventions, consistent -with national laws and policies. 
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6. I have read the letter from :Mr. Herbert Schaepe, Secretary of INCB, to :M:r. Lousberg of 
the ?vfuustry of Public He.3.lth, The Netherlands, dated 17 January, 2001~ which is attached 
as exhibit B to this declaration. The substance of that letter is consistent with my 
understanding of the United Nations Convention on Psychotropic Substances_ 1971, and 
the official Commentazy to that Convention. 

. 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the Jaws of the United States that the foregoing is true 
and correct and th.at UJis Declaration was executed this T- day of December, 2002, at Geneva. 

Swn=Luxi ~~ ~ 
The Honorable Herbert S. Okun 
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QJ;.~/J~~~~f!t~ ~~lomat, educator.. b. N.Y.C.! Nov. 27, 
l930;·s~ lrvmg,:ana Jda·'Munel:(gvinc) 0.; m. Lorrame Joan Pnce. Dec. 5. 
1954 (div. 1985); crularcn: J~riif~ Eliz.abeth, Alexandra; m. Enid Curtis 
Bok Schoeulc. ~. 27, t:99Q>:X13with gt. distinction, Stanford U., 1951; 
postgrad.. Syracust- U., 195·1~5~ Princeton U.. 19S2; Hochschule fuer 
Politischc. Wissenschaft, Munich. Fed. Republic of Germany, 1956-57; 

MPA, Harvard U., _I 959. Man. U.S. Fgn. Service. 1955-91; vice consul U.S. 
Fgn. Service. Munich. Fed. Republic Germany, 195S-S7; with Bur. Intel• 
ligence and Rsch.. Dept. Stale · Office Soviet Union Affairs. Washington, 
1959-61, alt. dir •• 1971-73; 2d sec. Am. Embassy, Moscow, 1961-63; consul, 
prin. officer Am. Consulate, Belo Horizontc. Brazil. 1964,,:65; 1st sec., prin. 
officer Am. Embassy. Brasilia. Brazil, 1965-66, counsellor embassy, prin. 
officer, 1967-68; assigned to Naval War Coll •• 1968-69; spl. asst. lo sec. of 
sbte Dept. State, Washington, 1969-71, dep. chmn. U.S. Del., U.S.-USSR 
Talks on Prevention Incidents at Sea, 1971-72; spl. asst. for internaL·affain 
to comdr.-in-chicf NATO So. Command, Naples, Italy, 1973-74; min.-coun
selJor, dep. chief mission Am. Embassy, Lisbon, Portugal, 1975-78; dep. 
chmn. U.S. del. Strategic Anns Limitation Talks with Soviet Union, Geneva, 
1978-79; vice chmn. U.S. del. to trilateral U.S.-U.K.-USSR Talks on com
prehensive test ban treaty, Geneva. 1979-80; ambassador to German 
Democratic Republic East Berlin, 1980-83; a.mb.-in-residcncc Aspen Inst., 
Washington, 1983-85; arnb •• dep. permanent rep. of U.S. to the UN N.Y.C., 
198S-89; rep. of U.S. to 40th, 41st, 42d and 43d sessions of Gen. Assembly 
of UN, to UN Security Coun.. 1985-89. to 29th and 30th sessions of Com. 
on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 1986. 87, to Disarmament Commn. of UN, 
1985-89. to Commn. Human Rights. to 27th and 29th session of com. on 
program and coordination of Econ. and Social Coun~. 1987, 89; amb. in 
residence Carnegie Corp. of N.Y .• 1989-90: man. UN Sec. Gcn•s. Expert 
Group on Enhancing UN Structure for Drug Abuse Control. 1990; founding -
exec. dir. Fin. Svcs. Vol. Corps. N.Y.C.. 1990-97; vis. Jcctr. Yale Law Sch., 
New Haven, 1991-; spl. adviser to the personal envoy of the sec. gen. UN. 
Yugoslavia and Nagorno-K.arabakh. 1991-92; spl. adv., dep. co-chmn. In
ternal. Conf. on former Yugoslavia, 1992-93; UN mediator Dispute between 
Greece & former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 1993-97; U.S. mcrn. UN 
Jnternat. Narcotics Control Bd •• Vienna, Austria. 1992-; adv. bd. Chu.en 
Inst. Internal. Bus. Grad. Sch. Bus., Columbia U.; mcrn. bd. din. World 
Rehab. Fund; mcm. adv. bd. Minority Rights Group U.S.A.; spl. advisor 
Carnegie Commn. on Preventing Deadly Conflict. Commr. U.S.-Poland 
Action Commn; mcrn .. Jnternat. Coun., Found. Inter-Ethnic Rc:ls., The 
Hague. The Netherlands. 1995-. mcm. Adv. Com •• Human Rights Watch, 
N.Y .• 1995-; mcm. group intcrnat. advisors Internal. Com. Red Cross. 
Geneva. 1996-2000; bd. overseers Curtis Inst. Music .• Phila.; adv. bd. in
ternal. security studies Yale U., New Haven; mcm. adv. bd. Portuguese-Am. 
Leadership Coun. U.S. Served with AUS. 1952-S4. Recipient Meritorious 
Honor award Dept. of State, 1972. Superior Honor award Dept. of State, 
1980, Prcsdl. Meritorious Svc. award, 1983. Mcm. Am. Fgn. Svc. Assn., 
Am. Fgn. Policy (nat. com.), Am. Acad. Diplomacy, Lawyers Alliance 
World Security (nat. bd. dirs.), Washington lnst. Fgn. Affairs.. Phi Beta 
Kappa. Home: 1133 Park Ave New York NY 10128-1246 

EXHIBIT 

A 
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UNITED NAc10NS 
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS 
CONTROLS~ 

~ilONS Utile& · 
ORGANE INTERN.«_JJ10WJ. 01! 

CONTF.O!..E OES s'T\}IN!FlNlTS 

Tp; Mr. loueberg, Chlllf 
• . 

Address: ln~pc;;ctc:nrte for Heehb Cara 
Mlntt:.try of Pubk He111h 
Oen Haag- The Nethertanda 

Data: 17 January 2001 

R.9'.: INCB-P$Y 10/01 
Fa.: ,,,11 Ml!T . 

No. of P•S-: 1 
f'u No.: 00031-70-MOn 51 

He.rbert Schaepe, $e:relary ~ 
lnkmational NarcoUca Control Boanl 

From: 

Sub,Jsct: lnternat!c;,nal r:cntrcl cf the pnpruat!on "ay.ahal••..,,.-

' . 
c,e..r Mr. Lousberg. 

J -would lika. to refl:r to your f•~imne of 20 December 2000 concernlnl 
the--trad::tional use of contrclled substancae, In partlc:uw 1tla .,.. of a 
preperutlpn caDed "s,yehuaaca• by reHgloua grcupt ln the Netherlands. 

• The abcvll me-:it!oned .lsi,u• w111s c:ons~d by the INCB Secn,tarial vMa 
,na :sclentifac: Sectfcn anQ th• Lesal Advl£ot;• Se-ct.Jon at th■ Unfted Natlonal 
International Orug C.ontrol Prcgrz~ (UND'-.:P), It 18 our understandirllQ IC 
-ayahuai;ca.• ls the i:ommon ne.rne for a llquk;t preparation(~ farorll 
use preF:arad from plants lndlgen0U$ to 1he /:.maz.on bei.1ft rA South America. 
BS$entially the stem bark of diffenmt epecles .of a jungle vine (Banlstarioplll 
sp.) and the tryptarnJne--rich p12111 ~ychotria 1:--lridla.. ~cccrdJn; to 'ttl9 acJecadlo 
lilerature, syahW3sca commonly contains II num~-r cf ~c:tlv• allaafdda, 
lndudlng OMT which la a subtrtance lnclutte.d in Soh.dule I ol the 1171 
Co~nticn on ~yr.hotroplc Substanea. • 

No pblnts (neluraf m:.terials) c:.ontslning t)MT ere at prelMN'lt codbeM 

under the 1871 Conve.ntSon on ~tropic Sub9tances. Corlsequenly. 
preparati0ns (e.g. ,:ecodJons) mede cf1hese plant., lnctudb,g »yahun-ca ara 
not under intem:atJcinal control and, there-fora, not subjed 1D any of the arddla 
of thll 1e11 eo~verrtlon. . · 

Youns afncerel),, 

Herb•rt Schaape . 
Secretary of 1he Baanl 
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